Heirs of the Symbolists
periences connected with Yeats's discovery that his wife had
the powers of a medium. The symbols here differ from those
of the early lyrics: the sun and the changing moon, the hawk's
blind logic and the butterfly that is the soul, the gyre and the
tower, replace the rose and the waves and the druid imagery.
These are difficult poems for one unprepared to accept Yeats's
archaic system, with its Zodiacal signs and its Byzantine re-
moteness. But they are instinct with a vitality which saves
them from dry abstraction, and they are rich with a wisdom
found nowhere else, unless it be in Blake's Marriage of Heaven
and Hell The thoughts which fill them are the thoughts of
Blake:
Energy is Eternal Delight.
The road of excess leads to the palace of wisdom.
Improvement makes strait roads; but the crooked roads
without Improvement are roads of Genius.
One Law for the Lion & the Ox is Oppression.
An exalting of the imagination, a,hatred of the 'levelling, ran-
corous, rational sort of mind' that never looked out of the
eye of drunkard or saint, an inexhaustible energy of body and
fantasy, these turn all his strangeness into fiery beauty, into
heartbreaking nobility.
A dreamer and a visionary, he has confessed that he does
not always understand his own imaginings, nor always inter-
pret them in the same way. If the poet is puzzled about the
meaning of his poem, it is not surprising that his reader should
be so, and when, like Yeats, he trafficks in mediaeval magic and
Indian philosophy, it is natural that the modern mind should
be bewildered and repelled. He is too ready to give emotional
credence to ideas which his reason rejects. But he has the
capacity with which he credits Donne for being as metaphysi-
cal as he pleases because he can be as physical as he pleases. No
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